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reverberation which simulates true utterance. The
value of testimony depends on our recognising and
confessing that it is but testimony, however trust-
worthy. So too the Catholic and Christian tradition
is given us on the Church's testimony as her autho-
rised expression (however inadequate) of what she
has experienced ; of what has been revealed to her in
Christ and in the prophets and Saints of the Old and
New Law. But it does not thereby become an ex-
pression of my experience; of what / know and have
seen. It is but an instrument, a standard of my
spiritual self-education, whose value and meaning
becomes real for me in the measure that my own
experience is developed by its aid on the same lines.
If I start with a certain blind assent to it all, it is
"because I have faith in the felt living reality of the
Church, a faith that makes me trust my soul to her
formation. In the measure that this blind assent,
this foi de charbonnier, gives place to experimental
verification my faith deepens more and more.

Over the growth and formation of our living mind
we have as little direct control as over that of our
body. At most we can supply it with food, and train
it in certain directions. Nor does the Church pretend
to make us see what we do not see, or think what we
do not think. Her control is only over the store-
house of testimony from which the mind is fed.
Here we are free to accept or reject what is good
and nutritious; and she bids us accept what her
world-wide world-old experience has proved to be the
food of the Divine Word, milk for babes, meat for
strong men.